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Community prepares for 8th annual Big Event
The Ole Miss community 
is gearing up for Saturday’s 
Big Event, the largest day 
of community service in 
the state of Mississippi. 
For the eighth year in a 
row, students will complete 
service projects throughout 
the Oxford and Lafayette 
communities.
Approximately 2,150 vol-
unteers are registered for 
this year’s event. Big Event 
executive directors are ex-
pecting walk-in volunteers 
as well. Volunteers will of-
fer community service such 
as painting a daycare at a 
church, landscaping, clean-
ing Plein Air and Whirlpool 
Trails, as well as raking 
leaves.
Big Event co-director and 
senior public policy leader-
ship major Savannah Smith 
said volunteering for the 
Big Event allows people to 
be a part of something big-
ger than themselves while 
meeting other students and 
members of the community.
“All year long, the people 
of Oxford are so wonderful 
about welcoming us to their 
community,” Smith said. 
“This is just a small way that 
we get to show our appreci-
ation for that. Also, you get 
to meet so many other Ole 
Miss students and Oxford 
community members.”
Though many of the 
event’s volunteers have par-
ticipated before, others will 
volunteer for the first time. 
Sophomore psychology ma-
jor Kayla Kehoe is a first-
time volunteer. Kehoe said 
her goal is to make whatever 
impact she can.
“I wanted to participate 
in the Big Event to be more 
involved in the Oxford com-
munity,” Kehoe said. “My 
goal is to make an impact 
while helping, even if it is 
only a small amount.”
This large community 
service project got its start 
when Ole Miss students and 
staff visited College Station, 
Texas, in 2010. Inspired by 
Texas A&M’s “Big Event,” 
the students and staff want-
ed to bring that same idea 
to Oxford. More than 1,200 
students participated in the 
first Ole Miss Big Event, and 
it has grown substantially 
over the years.
Community members 
who would like volunteers 
to work on a project must 
undergo an approval pro-
cess, according to Smith. 
Once a project is submitted, 
a project subcommittee de-
cides whether to include it 
in the Big Event.
Senior English educa-
tion major Anna Traylor 
will serve as a group leader 
during this year’s Big Event. 
Traylor said when she came 
to Ole Miss her freshman 
year, she was excited to have 
the opportunity to partici-




Oxford will join cities across 
the nation and globe in advo-
cating for an end to gun vio-
lence in schools with a locally 
organized March for Our Lives. 
The march will take place from 
10 a.m. to noon in front of Ox-
ford City Hall.
The nationwide movement 
was originally planned as a 
march on D.C., but quickly 
gained widespread interest 
at local levels after Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas students 
announced their participation 
following a shooting happen-
ing in their school in February.
There are reportedly more 
than 830 sibling marches hap-
pening around the globe Sat-
urday, eight of them will be 
in Mississippi. The coinciding 
marches in the state have been 
organized by Mississippians 
in cities from Southaven to 
Gulf Shores.
One of the leaders of the lo-
cal march, Oxford High School 
student Anna Claire Franklin, 
said that the main point of the 
march is to call attention to 
gun violence.
“It’s bringing awareness to 
an issue many have become 
desensitized to and letting 
our lawmakers on a state and 
national level know that the 
upcoming generations and 
RACHEL ISHEE
NEWS EDITOR
SEE BIG EVENT PAGE 3
SEE MARCH PAGE 3
Students bring March for Our Lives to City Hall
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Daily Mississippian Faculty 
Adviser
Anger compelled, my fin-
gers flew across the keyboard 
late Tuesday night.
I should have been sleep-
ing,  but my thoughts circulat-
ed back to what the haunted 
halls of Parkland High School 
and Great Mills High School 
must be like now in the after-
math of the tragic shootings 
that have taken place. How 
much more somber the class-
room settings must be and 
how much the memory must 
be replayed for the students 
who survived the violence.
I am convinced that it’s not 
a matter of if. It’s a matter 
of when Mississippi is faced 
with the same grim circum-
stances as Florida and, now, 
Maryland.
Statistics are not in our fa-
vor.  In January, the Clarion 
Ledger reported that Missis-
sippi ranked fourth in 2016 
for gun deaths based off in-
formation released by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s National 
Center for Injury Prevention.
As someone who was born 
and raised in Mississippi, I 
am well-versed in the cul-
ture surrounding guns in the 
South, but I would ask that 
we, as the students and adults 
who will go on to carve what 
the future looks like for our 
children’s children, consider 
the priorities, the numbers.
Gun safety can be an issue 
of sensibility if we allow it to 
be, not a discussion lacking 
compromise like it has been 
in the past. I take issue with 
the probability of another 
high school shooting taking 
place and the misplaced in-
formation that floats in and 
out of what feels like every TV 
screen and Twitter feed.
Clearly there are impas-
sioned people on both sides 
of the fence when it comes 
to gun control, but shouldn’t 
there be a way to create sensi-
ble gun safety legislation?
The answer is yes, but it 
takes allotting the time to ed-
ucate ourselves first and then 
the self-discipline to vote 
on whatever conclusion you 
come to.
I am not insinuating that all 
weapons should be banned. I 
think a good place to start is 
to properly inform ourselves.
For example, rifles for duck 
season are one thing.  Military 
firearms being sold to civil-
ians is another.
When I took the time to re-
search and refrain from lis-
tening to biased opinions and 
well-managed politicians, it 
shocked me at how accessi-
ble automatic weapons are in 
the United States and how we 
compare to countries with the 
lowest rates of gun violence, 
like Norway, Japan and Aus-
tralia.
We are meant to progress 
as a nation, not regress to the 
past.
So let us strike while the iron 
is hot and open our minds to 
imagining what schools look 
like without monthly active 
shooter exercises and armed 
guards or teachers.
For me, exploring sites like 
“Everytown for Gun Safety” 
and reading about the March 
for Our Lives movement 
taking place this Saturday, 
March 24, with one organized 
in Oxford, meant facing the 
reality that if I must act if I 
want to see change.
We could be the generation 
that tips the scale toward cre-
ating safer environments for 
our own children in the fu-
ture, but not before enlight-
ening ourselves first.
Elizabeth Googe is a 
graduate student in the 
Department of Higher 




March for Our Lives: ‘A call to educate’
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anyone with common sense 
really, won’t stand by and 
allow the ease of buying fire-
arms to be prioritized over 
the safety of our nation’s stu-
dents,” Franklin said.
Franklin said she feels it is 
important for Oxford to take 
a stance on the issue and 
show its intolerance of gun 
violence.
“There is a march being 
held in Oxford because we 
have two bustling school dis-
tricts with many passionate 
students who feel as if it’s 
time for a change,” she said. 
“We feel like it is time to use 
our voices and speak up for 
our right to safety.”
Stacey Smith, a member 
of Moms Demand Action 
for Gun Senses (MOMs) 
and one of the adult leaders 
spearheading the Oxford 
march, said people should 
participate in peaceful 
events like this to petition 
government leaders for safer 
public spaces.
“I believe it’s time for peo-
ple to re-examine their per-
sonal, possibly selfish desire, 
to own fully automatic or 
burst fire weapons,” Smith 
said.
Smith said she and the 
group of local mothers be-
lieve Oxford’s sibling march 
to the national movement 
will prove the community 
supports its youth and ac-
knowledges them as the fu-
ture leaders they are.
Olivia Cohen, another Ox-
ford High School student 
behind the march, said that 
knowing the Parkland shoot-
ing involved people her age 
terrifies her that something 
similar could happen here.
“After Parkland, I was 
honestly really uneasy, and 
it didn’t leave my thoughts 
for days,” Cohen said. “It’s 
still in the back of my head 
in this moment, which has 
helped my drive for helping 
plan this march.”
She said she has noticed 
people becoming desensitized 
to gun violence in the wake of 
so many mass shootings.
“I’m hoping that being 
part of this will create more 
awareness for this problem 
that our country is faced with 
and will ignite some sort of 
change from our country’s 
leaders,” Cohen said.
Cohen said everyone re-
gardless of their political 
party is affected in some way 
by gun violence and because 
of that, everyone is welcome 
to attend the march and 
voice support against gun vi-
olence.
“Almost 200,000 students 
have experienced some sort 
of school shooting since Col-
umbine, and we can’t just sit 
back and watch this problem 
get worse and worse every 
year,” Cohen said.
NEWS
We’re giving away 
baseball tickets
100 Price Hill Road  |  662.233.5235
Win a chance to see the Rebels take on the 
Arkansas Razorbacks at Swayze Field
March 29-31. 
Go to U Club Oxford, 100 Price Hill Road, and enter for your chance to win.
Two winners will be announced on Rebel Radio March 28
and each will receive a pair of tickets to all three games of the series.




continued from page 1
BIG EVENT
continued from page 1
“I’ve always really en-
joyed community service in 
all forms, and the Big Event 
was such a new and unique 
concept to me when I came 
to Ole Miss,” Traylor said. 
“A whole student body com-
ing together to give back to 
an entire community just 
astounded me, and I want-
ed to become a bigger part 
of it and encourage other 
students to participate in it, 
too.”
The concept of having a 
large community service 
project has spread nation-
wide since these events be-
gan cropping up in college 
towns. Many other univer-
sities participate in the Big 
Event, including Monmouth 
University, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, Towson 
University, the University of 
Oklahoma and many more.
Traylor said that volun-
teering in the Big Event is 
a hallmark of being an Ole 
Miss student.
“You just can’t be in a bad 
mood on the day of the Big 
Event. That’s the best part – 
there’s a contagious attitude 
of positivity throughout the 
entire day, and no matter if 
there’s rain or shine, you roll 
with the punches,” Traylor 
said. “It’s the best day to be 
an Ole Miss student.”
The Big Event is the largest community service event in the history of Ole Miss. Students will spend Saturday traveling 
around the community offering assistance to those in need.
PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
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Most kids curious enough 
manage to get their hands 
on a pair of scissors or ra-
zor and make a mess of cut-
ting their own hair when 
their parents aren’t paying 
attention. Usually, it only 
takes that one time for the 
kid to learn not to cut his or 
her hair anymore, but that 
wasn’t the case with Paul 
Johnson, or better know as 
Paul the Barber, owner of 
Xclusive Cuts Barbershop.
“My dad had a ‘fro. I 
didn’t want a ‘fro,” the 
Batesville native said, ex-
plaining what led to his 
first do-it-yourself haircut.
He said he had a per-
ception of his own image 
that did not match the hair 
his parents wanted him 
to have, so he went to the 
bathroom to give himself 
the look he thought best 
reflected his personality. 
This first haircut was not 
his best, but it was just the 
beginning.
From there, Johnson 
continued cutting hair. He 
cut his own hair, his cous-
in’s hair and really anyone 
who would let him prac-
tice on his or her locks. 
He opened Xclusive Cuts 
about a year and a half ago 
because he felt like he had 
a lot to offer to the commu-
nity and his profession.
“In my life, I always 
just wanted to be my own 
person, be my own guy, be 
my own barber,” Johnson 
said. “Just be my own 
everything.”
His hope in opening the 
shop was to offer original-
ity to his clients and help 
them feel more comfort-
able in their skin by giving 
them the look they want. 
He wants to help people 
feel more like themselves, 
and by doing this, he hopes 
he can help others be their 
own people, as well.
“I’ve been able to cut for 
professional football play-
ers to head coaches,” John-
son said. “Deans, doctors, 
lawyers, teachers, preach-
ers, gay, straight, lesbian. 
Just everybody.”
Not every day is equally 
as busy as the one before. 
However, success is not 
what this business is about 
for Johnson. His idea of a 
successful day at the shop 
is any time he can change 
somebody’s day just with 
his kind words or by giving 
him or her a fresh look.
At only 33 years old, 
Johnson owns and operates 
his own thriving business, 
but believes he doesn’t de-
serve all of the credit.
“First and foremost, I put 
God first,” Johnson said. “I 
come from a great family, 
and I’ve been able to sur-
round myself with some 
good employees.”
One of these employ-
ees, Ortiss Robertson, has 
worked at Xclusive Cuts 
since Johnson opened the 
barbershop. He said that 
he really enjoys his job 
and has a lot of respect for 
Johnson.
“He’s a really good, busi-
ness-oriented, wholesome 
guy,” Robertson said. 
“He’ll always look out for 
you.”
Johnson got his start in 
the industry about eight 
years ago at Blessed Hands 
Salon in Oxford under its 
owner, Theresa Gibson. 
Johnson said that with-
out that job, he would not 
have been able to start his 
own barbershop so early. 
Blessed Hands is where he 
learned the business and 
how to run one of his own.
He remembers the first 
day Xclusive Cuts opened 
its doors to the public, with 
a general positive chaos 
surrounding the day. It was 
hectic but happy.
“It was surreal, getting 
ready for all the stuff you 
have to do and stuff you 
have to buy,” Johnson said. 
“But after a while, every-
thing falls into place. … It 
feels really good to achieve 
a big goal in my life. I feel 
like people were rooting 
for me, and I succeeded.”
The best way to get the 
word out and find new cli-
ents, according to John-
son, is word of mouth. That 
is how he gets most of his 
customers – by letting his 
work speak for itself. Again 
he used the word “percep-
tion,” saying that word-of-
mouth clients already have 
a high perception of him 
going in, so they are the 
most likely to come back.
In a close-knit commu-
nity like Oxford, small 
business owners are a 
quintessential part of the 
economy as well as the cul-
ture. Johnson embodies 
this truth every day as he 
wakes up excited to give 
his clientele the best work 
he can. He spoke about the 
feeling he gets when he fin-
ishes a haircut and the cus-
tomer loves his new look.
“It’s an adrenaline rush. 
Just adrenaline, you know 
what I mean? You feel justi-
fied, like you accomplished 
something in your day, and 
it feels like you’re actually 
doing something that is re-
ally benefiting someone,” 
he said. “So it makes the 
early mornings a little bit 
easier to know you can get 
up and change someone’s 
life with something as sim-
ple as a haircut.”
Sergio Brack sits in Paul Johnson’s chair at Xclusive Cutz barbershop in February. 
Tiki Mcfield, an economics and political science major, admires his haircut in February.
PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT
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Classical concert to celebrate differences within genre
LINDSAY DAWSON
STAFF WRITER
The North Mississippi 
Symphony Orchestra per-
form with pianist Andreas 
Klein Friday night at the 
Gertrude C. Ford Center 
in Oxford. The show will 
present “Revolutionaries: 
Ginastera and Beethoven,” 
a concert displaying the 
best of two composers from 
different centuries and fea-
turing commentary from 
Klein himself, an accom-
plished German pianist.
This symphony was es-
tablished in Tupelo in 
1971, filling a call for an 
all-professional symphony 
orchestra in a small-town 
area. The musicians be-
long to many surround-
ing states, and all unified 
in northern Mississippi 
for the love of music. This 
symphony orchestra has 
performed in Oxford be-
fore, as the show is local 
to the area. The orchestra 
not only performs but has 
also developed an outreach 
program to surrounding 
communities, encouraging 
a passion for music and in-
troducing new audiences 
to its sound through visits 
and concerts.
The orchestra’s roots 
in northern Mississippi 
have not limited its im-
pact across the entire state, 
however. The group has 
performed all over Missis-
sippi, including concerts 
in Amory, New Albany and 
Fulton.
The group’s current mu-
sic director is Steven Byess, 
who has held the title since 
2006. The acclaimed direc-
tor is a writer on PBS pre-
sentation, “Count on It!,” a 
passionate advocate for the 
arts and was the conductor 
of the 2000 NFL halftime 
show.
During this weekend’s 
concert, the symphony and 
acclaimed pianist will per-
form their program “Revo-
lutionaries: Ginastera and 
Beethoven,” which is cen-
tered around two legend-
ary composers who shaped 
generations of music. The 
two composers, while sty-
listically different, have 
left large impacts on the 
genre. The North Missis-
sippi Symphony Orchestra 
will demonstrate how these 
composers molded their 
own sounds and ideas into 
the stanzas of their com-
positions. Pieces by Bee-
thoven offer a glimpse into 
the Classical and Roman-
tic eras, while Ginastera’s 
pieces will present a more 
modern performance.
The featured pianist, 
Andreas Klein, has been 
acclaimed by the New York 
Times as “a fascinating artist 
with all the indispensable 
qualities: temperament, 
taste, touch, tone, the four 
Ts of pianism.” He has 
performed worldwide, and 
his concert this weekend 
with the symphony orchestra 
will bring experience to 
the stage. Klein mentions 
how “themes, motives and 
character” are physically 
replicated through stanzas 
of music. Though the 
presentation showcases 
classical music, there are 
many contrasts even in the 
one genre.
The concert will be held 
at 3 p.m. Sunday at the 
Gertrude C. Ford Center 
for Performing Arts. Tick-
ets are available online 
through the Ford Center 
website and at the UM Box 
Office.
Get the latest info online at www.theDMonline.com    |    Oxford and Ole Miss news no matter where you are
PHOTO COURTESY: ANDREASKLEIN.COM
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Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only 
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account 
who order online from participating Domino’s® 
locations. Point redemption only valid online at 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
© 2013 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #8
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 4
If you can afford it, please help keep these puzzles free by m
aking a donation.
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7 4 6 2
9 6 7 4
4 2 6 1 9 3
7 3 2 9
2 4 7 5
7 1 4 8 3 9
1 7 8 5





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL

























































































































































SOLUTION TO 3.22.2018 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Brightly colored lizard









21  Salt Lake City college 
team
22 Tin alloy
24 Silents star Theda
25 Pruritus
26 Capital of Utah
30  In conflict with, with 
“of”
31 Calendar abbr.





44  Vietnam’s ___ Dinh 
Diem
45  Former Houston 
footballer
47 Comprehensive




56 It’s drawn in a lavatory











  1 ___ mater
  2 Departs
  3  Mogul capital until 
1658
  4 DI doubled
  5 In fact
  6 Shrill sound
  7 Mai ___
  8 Tokyo, formerly
  9 Bursting forth
10 Perform major surgery









27 From a distance
28 Solitary
29  Noted bankruptcy 
of 2001
33  ___ want for 
Christmas...
34 Capital of the Ukraine





43  Florida’s Miami-___ 
County
46 British verb ending
48 Go between
49 Loud uproar
50  Monetary unit of 
Lesotho
51 In the least
52  Catlike Asian 
carnivore
53  “Delta of Venus” 
author Nin
56 Osteologist’s concern
57 Centers of attention




63 Daughter of Cadmus
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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After struggling over 
its last few games, Rebel 
softball will look to bounce 
back this weekend with a 
trip to Tuscaloosa to face 
No. 15 Alabama. The Rebels 
enter this weekend with a 
15-10 overall record, while 
the Crimson Tide is 20-7 
and fresh off of a win at 
home against University of 
Alabama, Birmingham.
The Rebels are currently 
experiencing a rough patch, 
with losses in eight of their 
last 10 games. Before the final 
game of the Ole Miss Classic 
earlier this month, the Reb-
els were sitting at 13-2, with 
nine straight wins, includ-
ing a victory over No. 5 Or-
egon in Mexico. The Rebels 
were unable to recover from 
conceding a five-run third 
inning, and fell to South-
ern Miss by a score of 2-5. 
Since then, the Rebels have 
struggled during the follow-
ing three-week stretch, only 
winning two games – one at 
Southeastern Louisiana and 
another on Sunday against 
South Carolina. After being 
ranked inside the top 10 near 
the start of the year, Ole Miss 
dropped out of the top 25 on 
Wednesday.
While the Rebels have 
struggled, the Crimson Tide 
has recently hit its stride, 
winning eight of its last 10 
games. After winning the first 
game of its conference-open-
ing series at No. 11 Auburn, 
the Tide dropped the final 
two games of the series be-
fore rebounding with a domi-
nant win over UAB. The Tide 
also has wins against two top 
15 teams: Florida State and 
Auburn. Two of the Tide’s 
losses are also against No. 1 
Washington, making for an 
impressive resume even with 
the pair of losses.
As both teams sit outside 
the top 50 in scoring and bat-
ting average, the key to win-
ning this series for the Rebels 
may come down to bullpen 
performance. After a rough 
stretch, the Rebels are des-
perate for a strong weekend. 
Senior Kaitlin Lee is continu-
ing a strong season despite 
her team’s struggles, and her 
pitching is credited for nine 
of the Rebels’ 15 wins this 
season. Lee was also chosen 
as SEC Pitcher of the Week 
after her performance in Ole 
Miss’ win against No. 5 Ore-
gon. Leading the team in in-
nings pitched and strikeouts, 
Lee should be central to the 
Rebel effort this weekend.
Offensively, the Rebels will 
look to the trio of Elantra 
Cox, Kylan Becker and Au-
tumn Gillespie. Cox currently 
leads the Rebels in runs (16) 
and hits (24) while trailing 
only Kaylee Horton in bat-
ting average with a .320 line. 
Becker sits right behind Cox 
in runs (15) and hits (22), 
proving to be nearly as po-
tent of an offensive weapon 
as her counterpart. Gillespie, 
on the other hand, has prov-
en to be the most explosive 
player in the Rebels’ lineup, 
accounting for a team-lead-
ing three home runs, 16 RBIs 
and 34 total bases. With the 
trio leading Ole Miss in to-
tal offense, Cox, Becker and 
Gillespie will look to heat up 
the lineup early Friday night 
and continue that momen-
tum throughout the week-
end.
The first game of the week-
end begins at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day and can be streamed on 
SEC Network +. Games two 
and three will follow at 2 




Softball travels to Alabama for matchup with Tide
Kylan Becker (15) is called safe at first base during the softball game against Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
earlier this season. Ole Miss plays in Tuscaloosa against Alabama on Friday.
PHOTO BY: TUCKER ROBBINS
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HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL




























































































































































The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
business day in advance. The Daily 
Mississippian is published Monday 
through Friday. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. 
All major credit cards accepted. 
No refunds on classified ads once 
published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse 
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.





LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/ D, water, and ca-
ble included. No pets. 1 year lease. 
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required. 
Call (662)234-0000 
2 BEDROOM 1 BATH APARTMENT 
off Chucky Mullins. Quiet area, W/ D 
in unit. $800/ mo. Water and basic ca-
ble included. 662-816-6219. 
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BD / 3 BA Newer homes in Coun-
tryview. 1.5 miles from campus. Pet 
friendly. Available 8/8/18. $1100/ mo. 
(662)816-8171 
320 B South 18th St. Nice 3 bed-
room/2 bath, hardwood floors, all ap-
pliances, fenced in backyard, patio. 
$1200/mo 662-473-2506 
FULL-TIME
St. Andrews United Methodist 
Church Oxford, MS is seeking a spir-
itually gifted person for the following 
positions of Children’s Director and 
Children’s Choir Director. To find out 
more information and submit a re-
sume or to fill out an application call 
the church office at 662-23 -2503. 
DM Classifieds 
WORK!
Lee should be central to the 
Rebel effort this weekend.
Offensively, the Rebels will 
look to the trio of Elantra 
Cox, Kylan Becker and Au-
tumn Gillespie. Cox currently 
leads the Rebels in runs (16) 
and hits (24) while trailing 
only Kaylee Horton in bat-
ting average with a .320 line. 
Becker sits right behind Cox 
in runs (15) and hits (22), 
proving to be nearly as po-
tent of an offensive weapon 
as her counterpart. Gillespie, 
on the other hand, has prov-
en to be the most explosive 
player in the Rebels’ lineup, 
accounting for a team-lead-
ing three home runs, 16 RBIs 
and 34 total bases. With the 
trio leading Ole Miss in to-
tal offense, Cox, Becker and 
Gillespie will look to heat up 
the lineup early Friday night 
and continue that momen-
tum throughout the week-
end.
The first game of the week-
end begins at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day and can be streamed on 
SEC Network +. Games two 
and three will follow at 2 
p.m. Saturday and 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday.
The Ole Miss men’s and 
women’s tennis teams have 
faced their fair shares of chal-
lenges as the seasons pass their 
respective halfway mark.
The women’s team has had 
a better showing lately and has 
continued to prove its merit 
against elite teams throughout 
the country.
The Rebels have faced a 
gauntlet of a schedule so far this 
season. The 11th-ranked ladies 
recently lost a close 4-2 match 
against No. 3 Vanderbilt, drop-
ping their record to 11-5 overall 
and 2-4 in the SEC. No. 82 Tea 
Jandric lost the deciding match 
in three sets, which ended her 
eight-match winning streak. 
The match was the second time 
this season the Rebels have 
warranted a scare from a top 
team, as they also lost a tight 
4-2 match against No. 1 North 
Carolina at the National Team 
Indoor Championship earlier 
this season. The Rebels have 
also dropped matches in SEC 
play to No. 15 Auburn and No. 
10 South Carolina.
While close losses to elite 
teams seem a promising sign 
for an eventual breakthrough, 
a 4-1 win against No. 20 Ken-
tucky on Mar. 15 was key to 
showing Ole Miss could shut 
down good teams. With the 
win, the Rebels notched their 
fourth win over a top-20 team 
this season. No. 17 Arianne 
Hartono improved her singles 
record to 11-1, and Alexa Bor-
tles won in dominating fashion 
6-0, 6-2 on Court 6 while team-
ing with Hartono to take the 
doubles point 7-5. Bortles and 
Hartono are ranked seventh 
nationally in doubles.
The men’s team is currently 
on a four-match losing streak 
after dropping six of its last 
seven, including 4-0 losses to 
Kentucky and Tennessee. The 
Rebels seemed to prove their 
prowess and steady their play 
with a 4-1 bounce-back win 
against LSU, followed by a 
heartbreaking 4-3 loss against 
No. 19 Vanderbilt, but their 
momentum was broken on the 
back end of a road trip to Lex-
ington, Kentucky.
Injuries have been a prom-
inent factor during the losing 
streak. The Rebels’ No. 1 sin-
gles player, Gustav Hansson, 
who is ranked 41st nationally 
by Oracle/ITA Collegiate Ten-
nis Rankings, has not played in 
the Rebels’ past three matches 
after grinding out a 1-6, 6-2, 
6-4 win on Court 1 in the Van-
derbilt match. Fabian Fallert, a 
mainstay on the No. 1 doubles 
court for Ole Miss and a key 
singles starter, has also been 
out with injury since a tough 
7-6, 4-6, 7-5 loss on Court 4 in 
the same Vanderbilt match.
Many players have stepped 
up as the Rebels have been 
forced to move into unfamiliar 
territory without their stars. 
No. 2 singles player Tim Sand-
kaulen has impressed on the 
first court and reached a sea-
son-high national ranking of 
19th before dropping to 28th 
in the latest edition of the rank-
ings. Freshmen Finn Reynolds 
and Cotter Wilson have also 
been thrust into action earlier 
than expected and have played 
well under the pressure.
The men and women con-
tinue their seasons Friday. The 
women will take on No. 46 
Arkansas on the road in Fay-
etteville, while the men travel 
to Gainesville to take on No. 9 
Florida. The men return home 
on March 30 to face Alabama, 
while the women will face No. 
9 Georgia on April 5 in Oxford.
Rebels fight through tough matches, rough patches
FLINT CHRISTIAN
STAFF WRITER
Zvonimir Babic prepares to take a backhand shot in a match against LSU earlier 
this season. Ole Miss men’s tennis will play at Florida on Friday.
PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
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Winner  
will be contacted 
Tues., April 3
Hurry!  
Contest closes  










and click on  
the contest tab
at the top of the page








Penalties and postseasons: The Kermit Davis story
On Monday, Ole Miss Ath-
letics Director Ross Bjork in-
troduced Kermit Davis as the 
university’s 22nd men’s basket-
ball coach. The announcement 
came just one month after the 
departure of longtime coach 
and Mississippi basketball leg-
end Andy Kennedy. Davis, how-
ever, has already done plenty to 
cement his own basketball leg-
acy, a legacy that will only con-
tinue to grow in Oxford.
Davis has been a part of the 
game since a young age. His 
father, Kermit Sr., coached at 
Mississippi State University in 
the ‘70s, and Davis Jr. himself 
played for the Bulldogs, albeit 
after his father’s tenure came 
to a close at the school. Though 
Davis was certainly an accom-
plished player, his main suc-
cess with the game would come 
as a coach.
In 1988, Davis was an-
nounced as the head basketball 
coach at the University of Ida-
ho, making him the youngest 
coach in the NCAA at the time; 
he was just 28. Behind a 50-12 
record, Davis led the Vandals 
to two NCAA Tournament ap-
pearances in as many seasons 
before departing to Texas A&M, 
where his career took an unex-
pected turn for the worse.
After just one season with the 
Aggies, Davis resigned. His ad-
mittedly poor 8-21 record was 
not to blame; instead, the res-
ignation was prompted by mul-
tiple rules violations (including 
utilizing a talent scout to attract 
a transferring student), which 
netted a probation for A&M and 
a show-cause penalty against 
Davis himself. 
After a brief stint in the junior 
college ranks, Davis returned 
to Idaho, where he spent a year 
before jumping to LSU as an 
assistant. After five years in 
Baton Rouge, Davis was an-
nounced as head coach at Mid-
dle Tennessee State University 
in 2002. It was there that Da-
vis would spend more than a 
decade and a half, honing his 
craft as a coach and gaining re-
spect around the country. 
After a relatively uninspiring 
153-126 record during his first 
nine years at the university, Da-
vis gradually turned the Light-
ning into a perennial postsea-
son competitor. In 2013, Davis 
led Middle Tennessee to its first 
NCAA Tournament appearance 
in 24 years – Davis’ first NCAA 
Tournament as head coach in 
23 years himself. Three years 
later, Davis and the 15-seed 
Lightning shocked the nation 
by upsetting two-seed Michigan 
State in the NCAA Tournament 
– just the eighth victory by a 15 
seed since the tournament’s ex-
pansion in 1985. The next year, 
Davis’ squad again pulled off an 
upset, beating five-seed Min-
nesota as a 12 seed. The Light-
ning’s 31-5 record during its 
2016-17 campaign was the best 
of Davis’ career.
After Davis’ 2018 season in 
Murfreesboro came to a close, 
now with an overall record of 
332-188, Davis decided it was 
in his best interest to come to 
Oxford. After a last-place SEC 
finish in 2018, Rebel basketball 
needed a breath of fresh air, and 
Davis offered just that.
Since the hire, many fans 
have wondered what to think 
of it. Would they be getting the 
scandalous Davis from Texas 
A&M, the middling Davis from 
the 2000s or the big-time Davis 
fans of recent years have grown 
to love? While only time will 
provide the true answer, one 
thing is sure: Davis’ experience 
and success should provide fans 
and players alike with renewed 
hope for the future of the pro-
gram as a whole. 
COOPER RUWE
STAFF WRITER
Ole Miss’ new men’s basketball head coach, Kermit Davis, speaks during his introductory press conference in The Pavilion 
on Monday night. 
PHOTO BY: LOGAN CONNER
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